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THEPREAMBLE

TheconstitutionofthebasiceducationstudentAssociation
oftheDepartmentofBasicEducationoftheUniversityof
Education,Winneba,inthenameoftheAlmightyGod.

WethestudentsoftheDepartmentofBasicEducation,in
theexerciseofournaturalandinalienablerighttoestablish
aframeworkofgovernancewhichshallsecureforourselves
andposteritytheblessingsofliberty,equalityofopportunity,
ensureunity,cordialinterpersonalrelationshipandpromote
thegeneralwelfareofallthemembersoftheAssociation,to
helpintheachievementofindividualgoalsandthatofthe
Association.Inspiredbythecommondeterminationtoplay
a meaningfulrolein theupliftmentand developmentof
educationinGhana,cognizanceoftheneed to form an
effective system ofgovernmentbased on the student
representativecouncilsconstitution,studentshandbookon
rules and regulations,the university’s statutes and the
constitutionoftherepublicofGhana(1992).

Inthespiritofsolidarityandfriendshipwithallstudentsof
theuniversityofeducationandinasolemndeclarationand
affirmationofourcommitmenttofreedom,justice,probity
and accountability, the principle that all powers of
governmentspringfrom thesovereignwillofthemembers
ofBESA,theprincipleoftheuniversaladultsuffrage,therule
oflaw,the protection and preservation offundamental
humanrightandfreedom,unityandstability.
DOHEREBYADOPT,ENACTANDGIVETOOURSELVESTHIS
CONSTITUTIONthis...…………intheyearofourLord.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

TheBasicEducationStudentAssociation(BESA)wishesto

expressherprofoundgratitudeto,Dr.AsonabaK.Addison
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(HOD)and his executive forinitiating the constitutional

review andto Mr.KwekuEsia-Donkoh(patron)andallthe

lecturersofthenobledepartmentfortheirgreatsupport.

TheAssociationacknowledgestheworkofthe2016/2017

JudicialBoardChairedbyYengEnockandhisteam andthe

presidentAchana Kenneth and his executive fortheir

meritoriouscontribution.

The Association appreciates the 2015/2016 President

(Haruna S.Smith)and his executive forsupporting this

project.

TheAssociationacknowledgestheworkofthe2014/2015

JudicialBoardChairedbyOFFESTEPHENandhisteam.

Finally,BESA wishestoacknowledgeMr.RobertGhanney

(thenPatron)andtheworkofthe2006/2007JudicialBoard

ChairedbyVictorKweiKweitsuandthepublicationboard

headedbyEbenezerAddoforworkingtirelesslythedraft

constitutionwhichhassubsequentlybecomeaworkingtool

forBESAtoday.

Itisourbelievethateachmembershallgetacopyofthis

constitutionunderthechairmanshipofGuggisbergAzumah,

the2017/2018JudicialBoardChairman.

Toallmembersoftheuniquefamily,wesay“Thanks!”for

supportingBESAindiverseways.
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2015/2016BESAEXECUTIVE

CC:

CONSTITUTIONREVIEW COMMITTEE

1.ABUGRIJONAHISSAH

(JUDICIALBOARDCHAIRMAN)

2.FREMPONGGODFRED

(DEPUTYJUDICIALBOARDCHARMAN)

3.ODAMECHRISTIANA

(JUDICIALBOARDSECRETARY)

(LEVEL400REPRESENTATIVE)

(LEVEL300REPRESENTATIVE)

(LEVEL200REPRESENTATIVE)

(LEVEL100REPRESENTATIVE)

ARTICLE1



BESACONSTITUTION -5

NAMEOFTHEASSOCIATION

1.ThenameoftheAssociationshallbeknownandcalled
BASICEDUCATION STUDENTASSOCIATION andshallbe
hereafterknownasBESA.

i.ThecrestoftheAssociationandthatoftheuniversity
shallbethesymbolsoftheAssociationandbeusedin
allherdealings.

ii.ThesloganofBESAshallbe“BESA”andtheresponse
shallbe“UNIQUE”.

ARTICLE2

THESUPREMACYOFTHECONSTITUTION

i.The sovereignty ofthe Association resides in the
membersofBESAwhosenameandforwhosewelfare
thepowersofgovernmentaretobeexercisedinthe
mannerandwithinthelimitsofthisconstitution.

ii.TheconstitutionshallbethesupremelawofBESAand
anyotherby-laws orregulations ofthe Association
found to be inconsistentwith any provision ofthe
constitution shall to the extent of which the
inconsistencyhasoccurredbedeclaredvoid.

iii.NotwithstandingclauseIIaboveunderthisarticle,the
constitution, laws and status of the Student
RepresentativeCouncil(SRC)andtheuniversityshall
reignsupreme.
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ARTICLE3

ENFORCEMENTOFTHECONSTITUTION

1.AnymemberofBESAthatallergiesthat;
a.Anyactofomissionorcommissionofanypersonor

groupofpersonsor
b.A constitutional decision or resolution of the

Associationisincontraventionwithaprovisionofthis
constitutionmayapplytotheJudicialBoardforthe
declarationtothateffect.

2.The JudicialBoard shallfor the purpose of such
declarationunderclause(I)ofthisarticlemakesuch
orderandsuchdirectionasitmayconsiderappropriate.

3.Failuretoobeyorcarryoutthetermsofanorderor
directive(s)madeorgivenunderclause(ii)ofthisarticle
constitutionaviolationofthisconstitutionandcontempt
oftheJudicialBoardandshallincaseofanexecutive(s)
constitutegroundsforremovalfrom office.

4.AmemberoftheAssociationconvictedunderclause(ii)
of this article shallnotbe eligible forelection or
appointmentto anyofficeoftheAssociation fortwo
yearsbeginning from theday’sconviction orremoval
from office.

ARTICLE4

AIMSANDOBJECTIVES

1.Toensureunityandfriendshipamongmembers
2.Toseetotheprovisionofallresourcesthatwillhelp

membersintheiracademicadvancement.
3.Toseekthewelfareofmembers.
4.Tofosteragoodrelationshipbetweenmembers,other

departmentsandacademicstaffoftheuniversity.
5.Toorganizesymposia,lectures,film showsandstudy
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tripsforitsmembers.
6.To keep in contactwith the pastmembers ofthe

association.

ARTICLE5

MEMBERSHIP

1.AllstudentsadmittedintotheUniversitytoofferBasic

Education Programme shall become automatic

memberoftheAssociation.Theassociationshallalso

acceptnon-students ofthe DepartmentofBasic

Education programme as Associate members.

Associate members shallnothave voting rightat

meetings.

2.Paymentofdues

a.AnApprovedamountfrom theexecutivecouncil

shallbepaidbyallmembersoftheAssociationvery

academicyear

b.PaymentshallbedonethroughtheAssociation’s

BankAccount

c.The pay-in-slip shall be submitted to the

departmentforyoursouvenirs(ifany)

3.Cessationofmembership

StudentslosetheirmembershipofBESAwhen;

a.Withdrawnfrom theuniversity

b.Theycompletetheircauseofstudy.
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c.Ifitfoundoutthathe/shehasnotpaidhisorher

dueswithoutanyacceptablereasons.

4.Honorarymembership

Honorary membership shallbe accorded to BESA

graduateswhohavegraduatedfrom theUniversityof

Education,Winnebadependingontheircontribution

towardstheAssociation.

ARTICLE6

PATRON(S)

1.TheViceChancellorshallbethelifepatronofthe
Association.

2.TheheadofBasicEducationdepartmentshallbethe
Chief Patron, Departmental Lecturers and other
Personalitiesinand outsidetheUniversityshallbe
PatronsoftheAssociation.

3.The Patron shalloffer advice and supervise all
activitiesoftheAssociation.

4.Anyofthethree(3)patronsshallbeasignatorytothe
association’saccount(s).

5.Thepatronsshallsupervisethepreparation ofthe
association’sbudgetandapproveofit.

6.Thepatronshallapproveofthefinancialstatementof
theassociation.

ARTICLE7

THEEXECUTIVECOUNCIL

1.ThereshallbeabodyknownastheExecutiveCouncil
whichshallbethehighestDecision-makingbodyof
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theAssociationandshallcomprise;
a.Allelectedofficers.
b.Heads of appointed Committee, Boards and

CommissionsortheirRepresentatives.
c.PatronsandHonoraryMembersofBESAbutshallnot

havevotingrightatmeetings.

2.FunctionsoftheExecutiveCouncil
TheExecutiveCouncilshall;
a.Be the highest decision making body of the

Association.
b.Be responsible for drawing-up programmes and

policiesfortheAssociation.
c.Shalldeterminetheappropriatemeanstocollectdues

onbehalfofBESAandpaidintoBESAaccountswhere
applicable.

d.Beconsultedbeforeanymajordecisionsaretaken
e.Studyandapproveorrejectthebudgetofthe

Associationaspresentedbythefinancecommittee.
f.Perform anyotherfunctionunderthisconstitution.

ARTICLE8

THEEXECUTIVECOMMITTEE

1.Theexecutivecommitteemembersshallcomprise;
a.Thepresident
b.Vicepresident
c.Secretary
d.Financialsecretary
e.Treasurer
f.Organizingsecretary
g.Publicrelationsofficer
h.Welfareofficer
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2.ADMINISTRATIVEFUNCTIONSANDPOWERS
A. ThePresident

Thepresidentshall;
i.BetheexecutiveheadoftheAssociation

ii.Presideoverexecutiveandgeneralmeetingsofthe
Association and represent BESA or cause the
Associationtoberepresentedwhereitisinvited.

iii.Actasthechiefexecutiveinwhichcapacityhe/she
shallberesponsiveforcoordinating allfunctionof
BESAofficials.

iv.Inconsultationwiththeexecutivecouncilrecommend
to the Association procedure stated underarticle
thirteenofthisconstitution.

v.Betheprincipalsignatoryto allaccountsofBESA
alongsidethepatron,thefinancesecretaryandthe
Treasure and countersign vouchers,cheques and
lettersoftheAssociation.

vi.Ensurethatthefinancialsecretaryand thefinance
committeeprepareandpresenttheaccountofthe
AssociationofmemberofBESA.

vii.Conductthehandingoverofallexecutivemembersto
the in-coming executives and present a
comprehensive handing overnote to the incoming
president.

B.TheVicePresident
Thevicepresidentshall
i.Perform allthefunctionsasin article8(ii)ofthis

constitutionintheabsenceofthepresident.
ii.Perform allotherdutiesasshallbeassignedtohim or

herbythepresidentandtheexecutives.
iii.Beaccountabletothepresident.
iv.BetheoverseertoallothercommitteeofBESAbutnot
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BoardsandCommissions.
v.Help the presidentto hand overproperly to the

succeedingexecutives.

C.Thesecretary
He/sheshall;
i. Beresponsiblefortheofficialcorrespondence,filling

andkeepingofalldocumentsoftheAssociationand
taking down minutes of all meetings of the
Association.

ii. Readminutesofpreviousmeetingatthenextmeeting.
iii. Beresponsibleforconveyingmeetingsinconsultation

withthepresident.
iv. Actin the absence ofthe presidentand the vice

president,butshallappointanyexecutivememberto
actonhis/herbehalfatgeneralmeetings.

v. Perform anyotherfunction asthe executivesmay
assignhim/herfrom timetotime.

D. Financialsecretary
He/sheshall;
i.Be responsible forcollection and recording ofthe

incomeandexpenditureoftheAssociation,andshall
issuereceiptstocoverallmoniescollected.

ii.Keeptheincomeandexpenditureaccountofthe
Association.

iii.DepositallBESAfundsonhandintotheAssociation’s
accounttogetherwiththetreasurewithinseventytwo
(72)hours.

iv.PresentthestatementofaccountoftheAssociation
tomembersattheendofeachsemester.

v.Prepareabudgetforeachsemester.
vi.Prepareabudgetforeachsemesterincollaboration
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withthefinancecommitteetobeapprovedor
otherwiserejectedbytheexecutivecouncil.

vii.Countersignallvouchers,cheques,moneybillsinthe
nameoftheAssociationalongsidethepresidentthe
patronandthetreasurer.

viii.Bethesecretarytothefinancecommittee
ix.BeasignatorytoallbankaccountsofBESA

E. Treasurer
He/sheshall;
i.ReceivemoneyduetheAssociationfrom thefinance

secretaryandshallrecordandsignintheledgerbook.
ii.Keepanimpressasshallbedeterminedbythefinance

committeeandnotexceedingthecellingsetbythe
universityfordepartments oras approved forand
whichdisbursementshallbesupportedbyreceiptsor
certificatesofhonour.

iii.Countersignallvouchers,cheques,moneybillsinthe
nameoftheAssociationalongsidethepresidentthe
patronandthefinancialsecretaryandbeasignatory
toallBESAaccounts.

iv.TakecustodyofBESAfundsanditssaving,passbook,
chequesbooksandpayinslips.

v.Handoveralldocumentsinhis/herpossessiontothe
presidentattheendofeachsemester.

vi.Beresponsibleforpayingmoniesonbehalfofthe
Association and keeping accurate records of all
financial transactions with the approval of the
president.

vii.Depositallmoniescollectedbytheassociationinto
BESA accountstogetherwiththefinancialsecretary
withinseventytwo(72)hours.
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F.Organizingsecretary
He/sheshall;
i.OrganizeallactivitiesapprovedbyBESA

ii.Actassecretaryintheabsenceofthesecretary.
iii.Perform otherdutiesasshallbeassignedtohim/her

bythepresident.

G.PublicRelationsOfficer
He/sheshall;
i.PublicizeallBESAactivities.

ii.Assisttheorganizingsecretaryinallhisdutiesandact
forhim/herinhis/herabsence.

iii.BetheliaisonofficerbetweentheAssociationandthe
honorarymembersoftheAssociationortheoutside
worlde.g.basicschoolsinGhana.

iv.Perform suchfunctionasshallbeassignedhim bythe
presidentortheexecutivecommittee.

H.WelfareOfficer
Thewelfareofficershall;
i.KeepinventoryofallBESAproperties.

ii.Bethechairmanofthewelfarecommittee.
iii.Ensurethatbenefitsduemembersarepaid.
iv.Prepareaworkablewelfareschemewithinoneweek

afterthecomingintoforceofthisconstitutionin
conjunctionwiththewelfarecommittee.

v.MakesureallBESApropertiesaretakengoodcareof.

ARTICLE9

COMMITTEE/BOARDSANDCOMMISSIONS

ThefollowingCommittees,BoardsandCommissionsshall
beformedwithintheAssociation;

i.JudicialBoard
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ii.ElectoralCommission
iii.AuditBoard
iv.EditorialBoard
v.WelfareCommittee

vi.FinanceCommittee
vii.VettingCommittee

viii.Ad-hocCommittee
ix.CouncilofEldersCommittee
x.ProjectCommittee

xi.SponsorshipCommittee

1.JUDICIALBOARD
i.There shallbe a three member JudicialBoard

appointedbytheexecutivecommittee.
ii.Theexecutivecommitteeshallappointthechairman

oftheJudicialBoard.
iii.TheJudicialBoardshallbeautonomous.

Functions
i.Itshallberesponsiblefortheinterpretationofthe

Association’sconstitution.
ii.ActasthelegaladvisersoftheAssociationonmatters

affectingtheAssociationineverymatterwhereitis
allegedthatapersonorbodyofpersonshaveacted
ultraorabusedthepowersconferredonhim/them by
this constitution or any other provision of this
constitution,theJudicialBoardshallhavethepowerto
recommendforthetimebeinginconsultationwiththe
ChiefPatron,summonanemergencymeetingifitso
happensthattheexecutivesisreluctanttodoso.All
casesingeneralthatcannotbehandledbytheJudicial
Board may be referred to the SRC through the
president.
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iii.NomemberoftheexecutiveshallserveontheJudicial
Board.

iv.ThehearingoftheJudicialBoardshallbeincamera
andtheBoardshallhavethepowertocallanymember
ofthe Association to appearbefore itand give
evidence.

v.AnymemberoftheAssociationwhoisinvitedbythe
Boardtoappearbeforeitshalloblige.

vi.Ensure thatcopies ofthe constitution are made
available to all members and patrons of the
Association.

vii.Interpretandapplyprovisionsintheconstitutionto
resolveconflictsintheAssociation.

viii.In allmatters unless specifically provided to the
contrary,thedecisionoftheBoardshallbebyasimple
majorityandshallbeboundtogivewrittenreasonsfor
itsdecision.

ix.TheJudicialBoardChairmanorhisRepresentative
shallbeboundtogivewrittenreasonsforitsdecision.

x.MembersoftheJudicialBoardsshallnotbeliablefor
anyoffenceinthedischargeoftheirdutiesunderthis
constitution.

2.ELECTORALCOMMISSION
i.ThereshallbeathreeMemberElectoralCommission

appointed.
ii.TheChairmanoftheElectoralCommissionshallbe

appointedbytheexecutivecommittee.
iii.TheElectoralCommissionshallbeautonomous.

Functions
Thecommissionshall;

i.InconsultationwiththeJudicialBoardofBESAconduct
allelectionsandby-electionsoftheAssociation.
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ii.In consultation with the JudicialBoard organize a
handingoveroftheadministrationfortheout-goingto
theincomingBESAexecutives.

3.AUDITBOARD
i.There shallbe an AuditBoard appointed by the

executivecouncilatageneralmeeting.
ii.Theauditboardshallcomprisethree(3)membersone

from eachlevel.
iii.Nomemberoftheexecutiveshallserveontheaudit

board.
iv.ThesaidboardshallauditaccountsoftheAssociation

atleastonceayear.
v.TheBoard shallsubmititsfindingsto theJudicial

Boardwhoshallsubmitareportandcauseittobe
publicized at least seven (7) days before the
Associationdebatesonthereport.

IndependenceandPoweroftheAuditBoard
a.The board shallnot be subject to any control,

interferenceanddirection,whateverinthecauseof
performingitsduties.

b.Theboardshallhavetherighttocallanymember(s)of
theAssociationtosubmitaccountforauditing.

4.EDITORIALBOARD
i.Itshallconsistofthree(3)Membersappointedbythe

executivesatanexecutivemeeting.
ii.TheyshalleditallJournals,Magazineetc.ofthe

Association.

5.WELFARECOMMITTEE
CompositionoftheWelfareCommittee
Itshallcompriseallrepsofthevariouslevels
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FunctionsoftheWelfareCommittee
i.Itshallapproveofanyrefreshment(s)mean(s)and

drink(s)servedatallmeetingsandgatherings
ii.Shalldetermine the honorarium to be given to

executive members who may during vacation,be
requiredtostayoncampusforanyworkbeneficialto
theBESA,subjectto theapprovaloftheexecutive
council.

iii.Itshallinconsultationwiththefinancialcommittee
andtheorganizingcommitteedeterminerthecostof
refreshmentatallBESAmeetingsandgathering(s)

iv.Thecommitteeshallseetoitthatthereiscordiality
amongmembersoftheAssociationandlecturers.

v.Itshallwithinoneweekofcomingintoforceofthis
constitutiondraw upaworkablewelfareschemefor
theAssociation.

vi.Thecommitteeshalldecideonwhom andwhatattracts
recommendationintermsoffuneral,childbirth,wedding
etc.

vii.Thecommitteeshalldecideonhowmuchistobepaid
toabeneficiaryin(iii)above.

6.FINANCECOMMITTEE
i.Composition

Thefinancecommitteeshallcomprisethefollowingfour
members;
a.TheVicePresidentastheChairmanoftheCommittee
b.TheFinancialSecretaryastheSecretaryoftheCommittee
c.TheTreasure
d.AnyotherMemberoftheAssociationtobeelectedatthe

GeneralMeeting.
Functions
Itshall;
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a.BeresponsibleformanagingandappropriatingBESA
funds,

b.Presentabudgetforeachsemesterintheacademic
yearwithinfourteendaysfrom thebeginningofthe
semesterfortheExecutiveCouncilforapproval.

c.BethetrusteeforBESAfunds.
d.PreparetheAssociation’sStatementofAccounts
e.BeinchargeofraisingextrafundsofBESAasmaybe

determinedbytheAssociation.
f.PreAuditallfinancialtransactionsofBESAasmaybe

BESA as may be determined by the financial
committeeandincaseofmisappropriationofBESA
funds;itshallbeconsideredasindictableoffenceand
shallbereferredtotheJudicialBoardforaction.

g.Cause the publication of statement of financial
transactions ofBESA on the Association’s notice
boardstwoweeksbeforetheendofthesemester.

h.Thequorum forfinancialcommitteemeetingshallbe
three forth (3/4)including the chairman and the
secretary.

7.VETTINGCOMMITTEE
i.Composition

Itshallcomprise;
a.Theelectoralcommissionerwhoshallbethechairman

orthechairperson.
b.ThesecretaryoftheJudicialBoard.
c.Membersoftheelectoralcommission.
d.Any memberofthe Association appointed by the

electoralcommissioner.

FunctionsandPowers
Thecommitteeshall
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1)Vetcandidatesforelectionsandappointmentunderthis
constitution.

2)Havethepowertoapproveordisqualifyanycandidate
ornomineehoweverdisqualifiedcandidatesand
nomineesmayappealtotheJudicialBoardagainstthe
rulingofthevettingcommittee.

8.AD-HOCCOMMITTEE
Thereshallbead-hoccommitteeorcommissionswhich
shallbeappointedbythepresidentwhentheneedarises.

9.COUNCILOFELDERS
ThereshallbeaCouncilofEldersappointedtoadvisethe
executive committee in the performance of their
functions.TheappointmentoftheCouncilofEldersshall
bedonebeforeotherappointments.Thecouncilofelders
shallcomprise

a.TheChairman
b.DeputyChairman
c.Secretary
d.Andonemembereachfrom alllevels.

Functions
1.Thecouncilofeldersshallconsiderandadvisethe

executivecommitteeintheappointmentofmembers
ofallcommittees,Boards,andCommission(s).

2.Thecouncilofeldersmayuponrequestoronitsown
initiative,considerandmakerecommendationsonany
matterbeingconsideredordealtwithbytheexecutive
committee.However,theexecutivecommitteeshallnot
berequiredtoactinaccordancewithany
recommendationsmadebythecouncilofelders.
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3.Thecouncilofeldersshallperform otherfunctionsas
maybeassignedtoitbytheexecutivecommittee.

10. PROJECTCOMMITTEE
Composition

a.Chairman
b.Deputychairman
c.Secretary

Functions
ShallmakeenquireconcerningallBESAprojectforbetter
decision.

11. SPONSORSHIPCOMMITTEE
Thepresidentshallappointathreemembercommitteeto
seekforsponsorshipforallBESAprogrammes.

ARTICLE10

ELECTIONPROCEDURES

QUALIFICATIONS
i.Anymemberwhodesirestostandtobeelectedinto

theofficeofthepresidencymustpossessatotalGPA
of3.0orbetteratthetimeoffillinghis/hernomination
form.

ii.Any memberwho desires to be elected into any
positionotherthanthepresidencymustpossessGPA
notless than 2.50 atthe time offilling his/her
nominationform.

RulesandRegulationsgoverningallElectionNominations
1.Allnomination forms shallbe received from the

electoralcommissionerorthedeputies
2.Theelectoralcommissionshallhavethepowersto
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qualify/disqualifiesanomineeunderarticle10clause
3.ThroughtheJudicialBoard.

3.Forsuch nominations to be valid,they mustbe
supportedby(10)genuinestudentswhohasfullypaid
their dues and has not already endorsed other
nomineesvyingforthesameposition.

The electoralcommission shallbe autonomous. The
following regulations shallapplyto allBESA sponsored
elections:

i.Asimplemajorityisrequiredtowinanelection.
ii.Candidates who stand un-opposed shallrequire at

least50% plusone(1)ofthetotalvalidvotecastto
winthepostthereof.

iii.Intheeventofatie,freshelectionshallbeheldfor
candidates involved,in case of a run off fresh
electionsshallbeheldfortwocandidateswiththe
highestballots.

iv.Theelectoralcommissionshallhavethepowertoadd
anyotherrulesthatitdeemsnecessarytoensurea
smoothrunningoftheelection.Inrespectofelections
forpresidency,acandidateshallhavetoobtaina50%
plusone(1)votetowintheelection.

v.Anycandidate,who shallbe guiltyofan electoral
offenceshallbereferredtotheJudicialBoard.

vi.Theelectoralproceduresonwhichthisconstitutionis
silentshallbereferredtotheJudicialBoard.

vii.BESA elections shallbe held within the second
semester.

viii.Theoldexecutiveshallhandoverpowertothenew
executive,seven (7)days afterresults have been
declared.

ix.AllBESAelectionsshallbebysecretballot.
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x.Allaspiring presidents should choose their own
runningmates.

ii.CLAUSEELIGIBILITY
i.Every member of the Association is eligible for

electionintoanyofficeoftheAssociationexceptthe
presidency.

ii.Nominationintoanyofficeshallbedonethroughfilling.
iii.A membershallbequalifiedtocontestelectionof

he/sheisapaidupmemberoftheAssociation.
iv.Nomineestothepositionofthepresidentshouldbeat

leastayearoldintheAssociationandnotamember
whoisduefortheoutsegmentinthenextacademic
year.

iii.DISQUALIFICATION
a.A member who has once been found guilty of

embezzlementand/orhasbehavedinsuchamanner
orbedescribedasdetrimentaltothegoodreputation
ofthe Association shallnotqualify to stand and
contestelectiontoanyBESAposition.

b.Nomembershallbeeligibletocontestelectiontoany
positionunderthisconstitutionifhe/shehasbeen
votedoutofanystudent’sofficeinthisuniversityfor
statedmisconduct.

c.Theelectoralcommissionshallinconsultationwith
theJudicialBoardhavethepowertodisqualifyany
candidateifitdeemsitnecessary.

iv.BY-ELECTIONS
- Whereanofficebecomesvacantasaresultofremoval,

resignationorotherwiseofanofficeraby-electionshall
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beheldinaccordancewiththeprovisionsunderarticle
ten(10)ofthisconstitutionwithinfourteen(14)daysof
theoccurrenceofsuchevent.

- In the case of appointed positions the executive
committeeshallappointareplacementwithinfourteen
(14)daysoftheoccurrenceofsuchevenasinclause
one(1)aboveandinform thejudicialboardaccordingly.

ARTICLE11

TENUREOFOFFICE

1.Allofficerselectedorappointedshallholdofficefor
notmorethanoneacademicyear.

2.Anyservingofficeriseligibletobenonominatedforre
-election to anyexecutive position exceptthe said
officeris an out-going studentorstudenton out
segment.

ARTICLE12

VACANCYOFOFFICEGROUNDSFORREPLACEMENT

1.Anofficershallbereplacedononeofthefollowing
i.Whereheorsheresignsfrom officeorisincapacitated

ii.Where a vote ofno confidence is passed bythe
Associationagainstthesaidofficer.

2.In the case of resignation the said officer shall
communicatehisresignationtotheexecutiveinwriting
seven(7)daysbeforethedateofresignation.

3.Any officerwho relinquishes his office underarticle
twelve(12)shallhandoveralldocumentsandpropertyof
theAssociationtotheexecutiveswithinfive(5)days.In
theeventofen-blockresignationoftheexecutivethe
JudicialBoard shallnotifytheAssociation forfurther
action.
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ARTICLE13

REMOVALFROM OFFICE

A.Violationofconstitutionalprovision
Anofficershallberemovedfrom officeinaccordancewith
theprovisionsofthisconstitutionifhe/sheisfound;

i.Tohaveactedinviolationoftheoathofofficeorthe
constitutionofBESA.

ii.Tohaveconductedhim/herselfinamannerwhich
bringsorlikelytobringanyofficeoftheAssociationinto
disrepute,ridiculeorcontempt,or;

iii.Tohaveconductedhim/herselfinamannerthisis
prejudicialorinimicaltotheinterestofthemembersof
BESA.

B.Tohaveembezzledfundsorrecklesslyhandledthefunds
ofBESA.
C.Twothirds(2/3)ofthemembersofBESAshallpassa
voteofnoconfidencefortheremovalofanofficeror
dissolvetheexecutiveand/ortheexecutivecommittee.

ARTICLE14

MEETINGS

i. Theexecutivecouncilshallmeetonceasemesterand
holdanemergencymeetingsasandwhennecessary.

ii. Theexecutivecommitteeshallmeetatleasttwiceina
semester.

iii. The executive committee shall hold emergency
meetingswhentheneedarises.

iv. Six(6)membersshallform aquorum includingthe
presidentandthesecretary.

1.GENERALMEETINGS
i.There shallbe generalmeetings atleasttwice a

semester.
ii.Forty percent(40%)ofthe members shallform a
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quorum.
iii.Noticeofanymeetingsshallbepublished atleast

seventytwo(72)hoursbeforethemeeting.
iv.Ifnoquorum isformedatmeetingthirty(30)minutes

afterthetimeforcommencement;themeetingshall
adjourned and shallbe reconvened to discuss the
businessforwhichtherewasnoquorum.

v.Themeetingshallbeconductedstrictlyaccordingto
theprovisionforthisconstitution.

2.EMERGENCYMEETINGS
Emergencymeetingsshallbeconveyedatshorternoticesby
the presidentupon the requestoftwenty (20% ofthe
membersoftheassociation).

3.ATTENDANCEOFMEETINGS
In the eventofa memberofthe executive absenting
him/herselffrom meetingforthree(3)consecutivetimes
withoutanyacceptablereasonshe/shebedealtwith in
accordancewiththeprovisioninarticlethirteen(13)ofthis
totheJudicialBoardforstringentactiontobetaken.

4.CONDUCTOFMEETING
i.The president shall maintain order at general,

executiveandcommitteemeetingsandshallexercise
the prerogative to rule outof orderallmatters
irrelevanttotheissuesbeforethehouse.

ii.Debatesmustbelimitedtopendingquestion(s)thatis
thependingquestionasstatedbythechairman.

iii.Thepresidentshallruleonanyquestionthatmayarise
duringdebate;butamembermaybyamotionobject
tothepresident’sruling.
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iv.Ifthepresidentrisesduringameetingallmembersshall
remainseatedandsilent.

v.Amembershallrisetospeakonlywhenaskedtodo
sobythepresident/chairman.

vi.No membershallspeakformorethan onceon a
motionexcepttheproposalofthemotion.

vii.Nomembershallspeakformorethantenminutesata
timewithoutpermissionfrom thechairman.

viii.A membershallatanystageofadebatemovea
motionandbeseconded.Thequestionunderdebate
shallbeputto votebythepresidentwithoutfurther
discussion.

ARTICLE15

FINANCE

i.TheannualBESA duesshallbedecidedatgeneral
meetingbytheexecutiveinconsultationwiththeChief
Patron.

ii.AllmembersofBESAshallpaytheapprovedduesfor
anacademicyear.

iii.TheuseofAssociationfundsshallbelimitedto:
a.Provisionofapprovedexecutivefunctions.
b.Administrativedutiesthatinvolvedcashwithdrawal.
c.All activities organized by the Association on

emergencysituation.
d.Atleasttenpercent(10%)oftheduesshallbeleftas

reservefortheincomingadministration.

1.SOURCESOFFINANCE
ThesourceoffundingfortheAssociationshallbe;

i.BESAdues
ii.Proceedsaccruingfrom thesaleofBESAsouvenirs
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andotheritems.
iii.Proceedsaccruingfrom appealforfunds,

sponsorships,donationsandvoluntarycontributions.
iv.Proceedsfrom BESAweekcelebrations,excursions

etc.
v.A developmentlevytobepaidbymembersofthe

Association as shallbe decided by the executive
counciland approved bytwo-thirdsmajorityofthe
Association.

2.SAVINGS
TheAssociationshallrunsavingsaccount.Allmoniesshall
bekeptattheGhanacommercialbankand–ortheCapital
Bank,withinseventytwo(72)hoursafterthecollectionof
suchamount.

3.WITHDRAWALS
i.Withdrawalofanyamountfrom theaccountsofthe

Association shallbe authorized by the executive
committeeoftheAssociation.

ii.Alltransaction involving cheques and withdrawals
shallbesignedbythepresident,financialsecretary,
treasurerandthepatron.

iii.ThePresident,thePatronandeitherthefinance
SecretaryortheTreasurercansignforwithdrawalof
money.

iv.Intheabsenceofthefinancialsecretarythetreasurer
cansignforwithdrawalsto bemade.Inallcases
withdrawalsofmoniesshallbemadebytheapproval
ofapatron.

ARTICLE16

POWERSOFTHEEXECUTIVE
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The powers ofthe executive shallbe derived from the
Association.
TheAssociationshallbethesupremeauthoritytowhichthe
executiveshallberesponsible.

ARTICLE17

HONORARIAL

a.A certificate ofhonourshallbe presented to the
executivemembersattheendoftheirtenureofoffice.

b.Theexecutiveshallberewardedwithagoldenhanded
shakeattheendoftheirtenureofoffice.

ARTICLE18

HANDINGOVER/SWEARINGINORNEW EXECUTIVES

a.Thereshallbetransitionalteam comprisingtheBESA
president,secretary,treasure,financesecretary,public
relations officer,and welfare officerand organizing
secretaryofboththein-comingandout-goingexecutives.

b.Theout-goingpresidentshallprepareadetailedhanding
overnote,whichshallbesignedbybothin-comingand
out-goingpresidentandpresentedtothemembersofthe
Associationduringthehandingoverceremony.

c.Theofficialhandingoverceremonyshallbesupervised
bythechiefpatronoranypersonappointedbytheChief
Patronandorganizedbytheelectoralcommissionerin
conjunctionwiththeout-goingexecutives.

1.INAUGURATIONOFTHEASSOCIATION’SEXECUTIVES
ANDOTHEROFFICERS.

i.Theofficeoftheelectoralcommissionshallorganize
andpresideoverthehandingoverceremony.

ii.TheJudicialBoardChairmanorhisorheraccredited
representative shalladministerthe oath of office
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secrecyandallegianceoftheofficetotheelectedand
appointedofficersinthepresenceofBESAmemberat
themeetingcalledforthatpurpose.

2.SWEARINGOFOATHS
I……………….do herebypledge on myhonourto render
selflessanddedicatedservicestothemembersofBESA
and the universityin mycapacityasthe ………… Ialso
promisetoabidebytherulesandregulationsofBESAand
the university.Ifurtherpromise to defend the BESA
constitution and protectthe image ofBESA and the
universityoverandabovemypersonalinterest.Ifurther
solemnlyswear(affirm)thatshouldIatanytimebreakthis
oathofoffice,Ishallsubmittothepenaltyprescribedby
theBESAconstitutionsohelpmeGod

ARTICLE19

ACCESSIBILITYOFTHECONSTITUTION

i.TheJudicialBoardorJudicialCommitteeshallmakethe
constitutionavailabletomembersofBESAatafeenot
exceeding the printing costorotherwise forstated
reasons.

ii.ItshallbecompulsoryforallBESAmemberstohavea
copyoftheconstitution.

ARTICLE20

ADOPTIONANDAMENDMENTOFTHECONSTITUTION

Theconstitutionshallbecomeoperationaluponitsapproval
byBESAmembersanditsendorsementbytheChiefPatron
andtheDeanofStudentsAffairs.

AMENDMENTS/REVIEW
1.Thisconstitutionissubjecttoamendments/review
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2.Noproposal(amendments)tothisconstitutionshallbe
deemedeffectiveunlessBESAhasdebatedandapproved
ofanysuchamendment(s)bynotlessthantwo-third(2/3)
majorityofmemberspresentand voting atageneral
meeting.

3.Anyproposalforamendmentshallbemadeinwritingto
theChairmanoftheJudicialBoardnotlessthansixty(60)
daysbeforeameeting and such aproposalshallbe
approved bynotlessthan two-third (2/3)majorityof
memberspresentandvotingatameeting.

BESASTANDINGORDERS
1.Theexecutivesshalldrawupitsownstandingordersfor

theconductofitsbusinesses.
2.The presidentshallhave the rightto interpretthe

standingorders.

ARTICLE21

MOTIONS

i.Anymemberhastherighttofilemotion(s)
ii.Allmotionsshallbesubmittedinwriting,andmustbe

handedovertothepresident.
iii.Nomotionshallbeopenedfordiscussionuntilithas

beensecondedandtheproposershallhavetherightto
speakforthreeminutesinordertofindaseconder.

iv.Aftertheproposerandtheseconderhavespokenforthe
motion,thepresidentshallinviteotherspeakersinthe
followingorder-forthemotion,andagainstthemotion.

v.Amotionshallbeadoptedorrejectedafterithasbeen
openedfordebate.

1.AMENDMENTSOFMOTION
Amotionshallbeamendedbyanyofthefollowing:
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i.Strikingoutwords
ii.Insertingwords
iii.Substitutenew wordsforother.Reframinganyportion

deemednecessary.
iv.A combination ofany ofthe above.A motion thus

amendedshallbeinpublicdomain.
v.Votingonamotionshallbebyshowingofhands.

2. ADJOURNMENT
i.Anymotionforadjournmentshallbeinorderandshall

haveprecedenceoverallotherbusiness.
ii.Suchamotionshallnotbedebated,andshallnotbe

amended,unless time orplace orotherbusiness is
mentionedinthemotion.Suchamotionshallbevotedon.

3.INTERVENTIONS
In addition to a motion the presidentshallallow the
followingpointsinorderofprecedence;
A.Pointoforder
B.Pointofcorrection
C.Pointofinformation

A.Pointoforder
Pointofordershalldealwiththeconductofprocedureof
thedebate.Thememberrisingtoputthepointofordershall
proveoneormoreofthefollowing:
i.Thatthespeakeristravellingoutsidethescopeofthe

motionunderdiscussion.
ii.Thathe/sheisusingimproperlanguage.
iii.Thathe/sheisinfringingupontheconstitutionor

standingorders.
B.Pointofcorrection
Amemberrisingforapointofcorrectionshallprovethatthe
speakerisprovidinginaccurateinformation.
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C.Pointofinformation
i.Inthecourseofameeting,amemberwhowishesto

seek/giveinformationfrom/tospeakerorthechairman
shalldosoonapointofinformation.

ii.Thepresidentshallhavetheoptiontocomplywithor
ignoretherequest.

4.BREACHOFORDER
Amembershallbeguiltyofbreachoforderwhenhe/she

i. Usesoffensivewordsinreferencetoamember.
ii. Usesobjectionablelanguage

iii. Disturbstheorderlyconductameeting.
iv. Disobeysalawfulorderfrom achairman.Amember

declared bythe presidentin consultation with the
executivetobeguiltyofdisorderlyconductshall,if
he/sherefusestowithdraw orapologize,beaskedto
leavethemeeting.Failuretocomplywiththeirorder,
heshallbemadetoappearbebeforethepatron.

5.CONDUCTOFMEETING
a.Thepresidentshallmaintainorderatgeneral,executive

andcommitteemeetings,andhe/sheshallexercisethe
prerogativetoruleoutoforderallmattersirrelevantto
theissuesthehouse.

b.Debatemustbelimitedtopendingquestion(s)thatis,the
pendingquestionasstatedbythechairman.

c.Thepresidentshallruleonanyquestionthatmayarise
duringdebate,butamembermaybyamotionobjectto
thepresident’sruling.

d.Ifthepresidentrisesduringameeting,allmembersshall
remainseatedandsilent.

e.Amembershallrisetospeakonlywhenaskedtodoso
bythepresident,andheshalladdressthechairmanorthe
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presidentwhilesitting.
f.Nomembershallspeakformorethanonceonamotion

excepttheproposerofthemotion.
g.Nomembershallspeakformorethantenminutesata

timewithoutthepermissionofthechairman.
h.Nomembershallatanystageofadebatemoveamotion

andbeseconded.Thequestionunderdebateshallbeput
tovotebythepresidentwithoutfurtherdiscussion.

Thisconstitutionwaspromulgatedbyareferendum ata

generalmeetingoftheAssociationthis5th dayofMarch,
2007.
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BESAANTHEM

BESAuniquewearebeingtrainedfortheNation

BESAuniquewearebeingtrainedfortheCountry

BESAuniqueeducationforlifewithGodweshallsucceed2x

Weeducate……………………

Bothgreatandsmall………..

Weeducatethenation’speople

BESAuniqueeducationforlife

WithGodweshallsucceed

MusicandwordsbyMr.HANSKwekuAnderson

(FEBRUARY,2007)
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BESA–UNIQUE

2016/2017EXECUTIVE


